
 

From the Vault: Happiness is worth celebrating!  

From the Vault is an exclusive feature for the Keepsake Community from Hallmark 
Historian Samantha Bradbeer. 

Proud History 
Peanuts, the popular comic strip featuring characters like Charlie Brown, Linus, 
Lucy and Snoopy, was created and drawn by American cartoonist Charles Schulz 
(1922-2000). This month marks its 70th anniversary – as Peanuts made its first 
appearance on October 2, 1950, in seven newspapers.  
 
Over the next decade, Peanuts’ popularity grew, and, so much so, that it’s zany 
characters eventually caught the eye of Hallmark Editor Arnold Shapiro, who 
fostered the iconic partnership between the two global brands. 
 
Peanuts’ relationship with Hallmark began in 1960 with a retail test of 4 greeting 
cards. “Certainly Schulz is the cartoon champion of all time - and for greeting 
cards, too. He is a magician with a pencil. The simplicity of his drawings and the 
unaffected frankness depicting everyday life give his characters an appeal the 
public never tires of,” said Hallmark founder J.C. Hall.  
 
Since 1960, over 1 billion Hallmark Peanuts cards have been sold. Their immediate 
popularity inspired a variety of other Hallmark products featuring Peanuts 
characters— books, candles, gifts, partyware, ornaments and more – that have 
been sold and treasured in over 40 countries worldwide.  
 
Today, Hallmark is celebrating Peanuts’ 70th anniversary with joyful gifts and 
exclusive collectibles, including over a dozen ornaments, in stores and online. 
When the time came to curate this collection, countless artists, designers, and 
writers visited the Hallmark Archives for inspiration. Many of their final designs 
pay homage to Peanuts’ early history.  
 
To learn more about their inspiration and love for these timeless characters, I sat 
down with Keepsake Artist Tracy Larsen  – one of the main contributors to the 
Peanuts ornament line.  
 
Creating Magic  

https://schulzmuseum.org/peanuts-and-hallmark/
https://corporate.hallmark.com/about/j-c-hall/
https://www.hallmarkchannel.com/home-and-family/videos/tracy-larsen-home-and-family


In 1973, Hallmark offered an assortment of glass-ball ornaments and 12 yarn 
figures—the first collection of what would become Keepsake Ornaments. Since 
then, the brand has introduced more than 10,000 ornaments, and more than 100 
ornament series.  

In those earliest days, Hallmark had a vision of creating gifts and ornaments with 
magical qualities: ornaments that would recall timeless memories, celebrate 
beloved traditions, and commemorate the special times we share with family and 
friends.  

Hallmark’s first Peanuts ornaments debuted in 1977. “In some of the early 
Peanuts ornments, Keepsakes would use 2D images and artwork of the characters 
and wrap them around ball ornaments, a pretty simple process,” explained 
Keepsake Artist Tracy Larsen. “We also did some fairly involved sculpts that 
featured scenes that were placed inside a round ornament and sometimes 
featured light.”  

Today, technological advances and artistic innovations bring new kinds of magical 
qualities to Hallmark ornaments every year. In addition to unparalleled artistry 
and craft, Hallmark introduced sound, light, motion, interactive storytelling and 
more in order to bring their loyal collectors and fans the very best. “Some of my 
favorite Peanuts products I have helped create feature the characters playing 
instruments and moving while they play - in sync with others of the gang, and 
sophisticated light shows - timed to Christmas music,” said Tracy. “The characters 
are versatile enough to allow us to put them in a lot of fun situations with more 
complex processes.”  

And he should know. “It seems like I’ve been working on Peanuts artwork my 
whole life!” Tracy laughed. “I still have my early drawings, from around age 6 or 7, 
of Peanuts characters.” As he grew older, Tracy began taking art classes, and, 
after receiving praise and encouragement from his high school teachers, he 
attended Brigham Young University and studied illustration.  
 
A few years later, Tracy met with Hallmark Recruiter Arch Unruh. “In 1987, I sent 
a portfolio and application to Hallmark and received a job offer to work in the 
Licensing Design Studio, doing mostly greeting cards featuring licensed 
characters,” recalled Tracy.  
 



Tracy spent the next 8 years as a greeting card artist. “My first Hallmark 
assignment was a birthday card of Snoopy doing his ‘happy dance’ on the cover. I 
also created gift wrap, puzzles, calendars, etcetera, and I even had the 
opportunity to create two birthday gifts that were sent to Charles Schulz,” said 
Tracy.  Shortly after sculpting one of those gifts – Snoopy as Rodin’s The Thinker – 
Tracy began thinking about sculpting full-time. “I sent my portfolio to the 
Keepsakes Studio, and I was hired in 1995,” said Tracy. His experience with 
licensed characters made him a perfect addition, and it didn’t take long for him to 
get his first Peanuts ornament assignment. “It was the Winter Fun with Snoopy 
series that started in 1998, and I have done every one of those in the series for 
the past 23 years!” he exclaimed.  
 
Recreating that Schulz Style 
It takes the efforts of a full-time staff of artists, designers, and writers to translate 
Schulz’s work into hundreds of products each year. Their first step in preparing a 
design is often a trip to the research files. Countless Hallmark employees have 
also reviewed vintage Peanuts greeting cards and products in the Hallmark 
Archives, and visited the Charles M. Schulz Museum and Peanuts’ corporate 
offices to access the original comic strips.  
 
“I was a regular reader of the newspaper strip. I also owned the Peanuts Treasury 
and Happiness Is a Warm Puppy. I would laugh out loud while I read them,” 
recalled Tracy. Today, he frequently flips through the comics for ideas, especially 
for the Spotlight on Snoopy ornament series. “I like to see the different personas 
that Schulz gave to Snoopy - from Joe Cool to the WWI Flying Ace, fighting the 
Red Baron,” said Tracy.  
 
A Charlie Brown Christmas and other cartoon specials have also served as 
inspiration. “I’ve been fortunate to serve as the lead artist for a few years on the 
development of the Peanuts line, and one of my main ‘go to’ sources for 
reference and ideas is A Charlie Brown Christmas,” said Tracy. “I was five years old 
when it first aired on TV in 1965. It quickly became my favorite. I would make sure 
that I would watch it every year! I loved the music and the message, and still do.” 
 
Every Peanuts design created by Hallmark is therefore an adaptation of an original 
drawing by Schulz. Artists update the characters by putting them in new 
situations and experimenting with fresh stylings. While there are some design 

https://schulzmuseum.org/


restrictions – to remain faithful to Schulz’s original intent - there is a great deal of 
judgment that allows the artists to experiment with backgrounds, facial 
expressions, gestures, props and situations. “Since he created the strip for over 50 
years, there is plenty there to draw from,” said Tracy. “But, for some ideas, like 
the Beagle Scout and Winter Fun With Snoopy ornaments, I draw on personal 
experiences of scouting and winter activities I have participated in.”  
 
Over 60 years of working together, Hallmark has gained infinite trust and respect 
from Schulz and his family. So exacting and accurate are their depictions of 
Charlie Brown and friends that Hallmark is one of the few companies approved to 
redraw Peanuts artwork on new product, and Tracy and countless others continue 
to find new ways to delight fans of all ages.  
 
“I’m fortunate to have sculpted 5 Peanuts ornaments for the 2020 ornament line 
– The Peanuts Gang The Perfect Tree, The Peanuts Gang Portaging Pals (Beagle 
Scouts), The Peanuts Gang You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown! (70th Anniversary), 
Peanuts Spotlight on Snoopy – Doctor Snoopy (#23), and Peanuts Winter Fun 
With Snoopy (#23),” said Tracy. “I was especially honored to be able to create the 
70th Anniversary ornament, which features Lucy and Linus holding up Charlie 
Brown while being led by Snoopy. The message of ‘You’re a good man, Charlie 
Brown!’ still rings true after 70 years, and I hope Peanuts fans enjoy it as much as 
I do.”  
 
 
 
Photos: 

• Charles Schulz, c. 1960s.  

• Peanuts greeting card, 1960.  

• “Peanuts in Person,” Cards Magazine, Winter 1962. 

• Peanuts comic strip, signed by Charles Schulz to Don Hall, Sr., 1976. 

• Peanuts Collection, Keepsake Ornament, 1977.  

• Left to right: Charles Schulz, Jeanne Schulz, Adele Hall and Don Hall, Sr,  1985. 

• Charles Schulz reviewing product, 1985. 

•  “Good Grief! Look at all those Peanuts products…,” The Noon News, May 25, 1985 

• Letter from Charles Schulz to Don Hall, Sr. regarding his Hallmark visit., June 17, 1985.  

• Winter Fun With Snoopy #1, Keepsake Ornaments, 1998.  

• Keepsake Artist Tracy Larsen sculpting an ornament, 2008.  

https://www.hallmark.com/ornaments/keepsake-ornaments/the-peanuts-gang-the-perfect-tree-ornament-1999QXI2791.html
https://www.hallmark.com/ornaments/keepsake-ornaments/the-peanuts-gang-portaging-pals-ornament-1799QXI2781.html
https://www.hallmark.com/ornaments/keepsake-ornaments/the-peanuts-gang-youre-a-good-man-charlie-brown-ornament-with-sound-3999QXI2794.html
https://www.hallmark.com/ornaments/keepsake-ornaments/peanuts-spotlight-on-snoopy-doctor-snoopy-ornament-1499QXR9194.html
https://www.hallmark.com/ornaments/keepsake-ornaments/mini-peanuts-winter-fun-with-snoopy-ornament-1.26-899QXM8194.html
https://www.hallmark.com/ornaments/keepsake-ornaments/mini-peanuts-winter-fun-with-snoopy-ornament-1.26-899QXM8194.html


• Left to right: Tracy Larsen, Edythe Kegrize, and Joanne Wright discussing ornaments, 
2018.  

• Keepsake Ornament - The Peanuts Gang You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown! (70th 
Anniversary), 2020. 

 
 

https://www.hallmark.com/ornaments/keepsake-ornaments/the-peanuts-gang-youre-a-good-man-charlie-brown-ornament-with-sound-3999QXI2794.html


 
 

 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 



 


