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The time of year we have been waiting for is finally 

here – Happy Holidays! 
 

We were so excited to see you at Ornament Debut and can’t 

believe the Keepsake Ornament Gift of Memories Event is 

almost here. Beginning December 4
th

, you’ll have many 

more reasons (all of which are ornaments of course) to shop. 

But the 11 new Keepsake Ornaments aren’t the only reason 

to visit your store. With some great specials and over 400 

ornaments to choose from, crossing off all those names on 

your gift list will be that much easier. From teachers to best 

friends, neighbors to nephews, there’s the perfect something 

for everyone. Oh, and of course, for your own tree.  

 

 

Ornament Debut Top Picks! 

  

Time really does fly when we’re all having fun and this year 

is no exception. Of course, we couldn’t let it pass without 

sharing the details you love – and answering, ‘Were other 

Keepsake Ornament collectors excited about the same 

ornaments as me?’  

 

(As a fun game, before you share, see who in your club can 

correctly guess this list of favorites!) 

  

Your Top Ten favorite ornaments from Keepsake 

Ornament Debut! 

 

10: Rich “Uncle” Pennybags – Monopoly 80th Anniversary 

 

9: Reindeer Rock 
 

8: Holiday Darth Vader
TM

 Star Wars
TM

 
 

7: Chessie System Locomotive LIONEL® trains, special 

edition 
 

6: Lady Western Tanager 
 

5: Princess Anna – Disney Frozen 
 

4: Holiday Barbie
TM 

 - 1
st
 in the series 

 

3: Olaf in Summer – Disney Frozen 
 

2: Let it Go – Disney Frozen 
 

1: Here Come Frosty Friends 

 

 

Ready for Holiday Fun 
 

The holidays are special for so many reasons, but our 

own traditions hold so many memories. This year there 

are several ornaments that were created based on both 

silly and traditional holiday rituals.  On the silly side, 

there are ornaments representing 

the “Pickle tradition” and the 

classic song, “I Want a 

Hippopotamus for Christmas”. 

Some also celebrate with beloved 

favorite  movies like the Grinch 

Who Stole Christmas or spending 

special family time together baking (and tasting) 

cookies. Are there special traditions you hold dear?   

 

For Keepsake Artist Sharon Visker, her family has 

added a new twist to the Pickle tradition. “My mom 

started this tradition for my kids and we would go to 

Grandma's house for Christmas every year. As soon as 

we got there my kids would run to the 

tree to be the first to find the pickle and 

get the first present.  I only have two 

kids and my mom always wanted both 

to feel good and get an early present so 

she added the tradition of "Christmas 

grapes" by hiding grapes in the tree 

along with the pickle.  That way both kids could find 

one and both get a present.  They are grown up now but 

still look for the pickle and grapes when they visit their 

grandma.”         

 

In Ken Crow’s house he has woven 

his own special tradition for almost 

30 years. “Every Christmas I get up 

before anyone else and cobweb the 

house with yarn, a different color 

for each person.  I start by tying the 

yarn to the family member’s doorknob and then taking 

it on a journey all through the house over and under 

furniture.  Along the way I tie Christmas gifts and 

ornaments to the yarn in hidden places. Each piece of 

yarn finds its way to the Christmas tree.   Everyone’s 

morning starts with me shouting “HO HO HO – Merry 

Christmas!” – and then everyone wakes up to roll up 

their yarn to find their presents.”   

Wonder if there has ever been a Hippo at the end of the 

yarn for anyone in Ken’s family? 

 



A Special ‘Premium’ Touch 
 

For Keepsake Artist Joanne Eschrich she is often known for 

her beautiful angelic creations, but this year’s Timeless 

Angel has some extra special touches.  In making it, Joanne 

was inspired by the old Dresden porcelain figurines and she 

leaned into mixed materials and special touches to really 

make it a premium piece. The angel is made of porcelain and 

each flower was carefully placed and painted by hand. Her 

wings and halo are laser cut metal and then gold plated. The 

metallic gold accents and iridescent glaze on her dress give 

her the finishing touch. 

 

Not only has Joanne added these special premium elements 

to this ornament for 2015, but she is working on something 

new for 2016. For those of you who have been asking for 

more miniature ornaments, you will be thrilled to know that 

Joanne has created two special minis for 2016 leveraging 

two of her favorite subjects and premium 

materials. In 2016 there will be a mini 

Father Christmas done with the materials 

and elements you have come to expect from 

Joanne’s long running series and the design 

is reminiscent of the 2013 10
th
 in series and 

will be a wonderful addition to any 

collection. 

 

There will also be a mini premium Guardian 

Angel that is made of porcelain and has metal 

accents much like the angel that was first 

offered in 2012. The inspiration for this mini 

and the original piece were Joanne’s 

daughters and she had so much fun bringing 

this angel to your tree again, but in a different 

scale. 

 

Watch for more news to come on the 2016 plans for minis in 

your Winter Edition of For Keeps! 

 

 

2016 Local Club Rosters - Due Soon 
 

It’s that time of the year again–time to complete the annual 

Local Club roster. This information is requested on an 

annual basis and is required for all local clubs. The 2016 

membership roster will be included in the Local Club 

ornament shipment.  The roster is due back to us by January 

31, 2016.   

 

One thing to note about the Local Club Rosters—the only 

updates that we make during the year to the Local Club 

Roster database are the retail sponsor or the Local Club 

contact information. We use the member quantities on the 

rosters that are submitted by January 31
st
 as our inventory 

quantities for the free local club ornaments--and those roster 

quantities are what each Local Club will receive. So there is 

no need to update your roster during the year with individual 

member names—we only need this information when you 

submit your roster in January each year. 

 

Don’t delay. 2016 In-Store Signing Events 

Local Club Challenge Deadline is Near! 
 

The Keepsake Studio Artists want to come visit you!   

In 2016, the Keepsake Studio Artists will once again be 

visiting Hallmark Gold Crown stores around the 

country. If you would like to have a signing event at 

your local store, make sure to get your submissions in 

by the deadline, December 31, 2015. For full details 

on how to enter, visit KOCMembers.com (Events 

page) or refer to the February 2015 Collectively 

Speaking for the rules and mail to the address below. 

 

 

More Exciting News to Share about 2015! 
 

We have so much to share, but can’t quite find the 

room to get it all in. To stay informed, make sure to get 

your 2015 KOC Membership completed and continue 

to visit KOCMembers.com and Hallmark.com for the 

latest news. To have even more fun with Keepsake 

Ornaments, make sure to follow us on Facebook at our 

dedicated Hallmark Keepsake Ornament page, where 

we are always sharing fun updates, info and surprises! 

www.facebook.com/HallmarkKeepsakes 

 

 

2015 KOC Membership Exclusives 
 

There’s still time to renew your 2015 KOC 

membership today to receive your 2015 Membership 

ornaments and all your club benefits! Make sure to 

renew by December 13
th

 to ensure you get your 

Membership Ornaments in time for Christmas. 

 

Did you forget to order the 2015 Extra Exclusives 

when you joined or decide there is one you want to add 

to your tree? If so, you can call 1-800-Hallmark to 

place your order. 

 
 

Warmest Wishes! 
 

In closing, we just want to take a moment to wish you a 

wonderful and blessed Holiday Season and all the best 

for a prosperous New Year. We’ve had such a fantastic 

year with you and look forward to many more.  
 

Send Local Club or retail sponsor updates, questions, 

suggestions, newsletters or information about the 

activities or service projects you’re doing to:  
 

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 

Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #830 

Kansas City, MO  64141 
 

Please include your contact name, address, e-mail 

address, and phone number on all correspondence.  

Local Clubs are welcome to reproduce all articles in 

this newsletter with credit to the Hallmark Keepsake 

Ornament Club.      © 2015 KOC.  

http://www.kocmembers.com/
http://www.kocmembers.com/
http://hallmark.com/
http://www.facebook.com/HallmarkKeepsakes

