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Happy New Year & Happy 40th Anniversary 

Keepsake Ornaments! 
 

Saying goodbye to a fun-filled year, full of important 
celebrations  like  KOC’s  25th Anniversary, is always a little 
bittersweet. In 2013, it is a little easier to welcome in the 
New Year as there’s so much to look forward to! 
 

We are so excited to have you join us in celebrating 
Keepsake Ornaments 40th Anniversary! In addition, to the 
excitement of Ornament Premiere (July 13th -21st) and 
Ornament Debut (October 5th – 13th), the KOC Event, hosted 
in Kansas City August 2-3, will be quite the gathering. But, I 
should  pause  for  a  moment,  as  we  don’t  want  to  rush  through  
this  year  too  quickly.  After  all,  we  haven’t  even  mentioned  
the amazing KOC membership and exclusive ornaments 
created by the Keepsake Artists! 
 

2013 KOC Membership Ornaments  
 

The membership ornaments for 2013, represent Christmas 
perfectly. The first ornament is Santa himself. Relaxing on a 
stool with a cookie in hand, he reviews his naughty/nice list 
one last time. Co-created by Edythe Kegrize and Kristina 
Gaughran, he will look perfect on your Christmas tree next 
to  the  ornaments  you’ve  been  collecting  of  his  and  Mrs.  
Claus’s  home  furnishings. The next ornament, created by 
Tammy Haddix, is the 2013 Christmas Window. This Five & 
Dime Store comes complete with a cardboard Santa. Anita 
Marra Rogers reminds everyone that the kitchen is the best 
room in the house during the holidays, as the mother and 
child bears in her ornament, Busy Bakers, put the finishing 
touches on a gingerbread house. This third membership 
ornament definitely  captures  a  ‘sweet’  Christmas  moment.     
 

2013 Exclusive Offer Ornaments 
 

In  2013,  you’ll  have  the  opportunity  to  purchase  these two 
exclusive  ornaments.  ’Tis the Seasoning!, created by Sharon 
Visker, is the perfect pair – a salt and pepper snow couple 
that is. Although not right for your dinner table, their vibrant 
colors and candy canes will make a wonderful addition to 
any tree. If you were unable to attend an Artist signing event 
last year, you will have the chance to  add  Mrs.  Claus’s  Stove  
to your collection. This repainted ornament is a lovely 
holiday red and the second exclusive offer. You might be 
surprised to see who is  peeking  out  of  Santa’s  boots. 

 
2013 Club-Exclusive Ornaments 

 

The four 2013 Club-exclusive ornaments were designed 
specifically with you in mind. The first exclusive ornament 
is the Halloween Wicked Witch of the West Madame 
Alexander® ornament. This blend of glam and ghoulishness 
was an exciting piece for Keepsake Artist Debra Murray and  

 
will be available at Ornament Premiere. Arriving in 
September, the Mischievous Kittens 15th Anniversary 
ornament features not just one, but three kittens pawing with 
the  toys  in  Santa’s  sack.  Keepsake  Artist, Nina Aubé, wanted 
to make sure there was a wide range of kittens for such a 
celebration. The third Club-exclusive ornament, complete with 
a red and white polka-dot scarf and red ball ornament of its 
own was created by retired artist, Sue Tague. Her Wiggly-
Giggly Penguin is reminiscent of the 2011 Club-exclusive 
ornament, Snowshoe Snowman. Holiday Open House is the 
perfect time to share our fourth Club-exclusive, Glad Tidings 
Bell. This working porcelain bell is accented with an 
intricately designed metal band of poinsettias and holly. 
Edythe Kegrize has once again brought depth and great detail 
to a very elegant ornament.  
 

2014 In-Store Signing Events 
Local Club Challenge 

 

In 2014, the Keepsake Studio Artists will once again be 
visiting Hallmark Gold Crown stores around the country. If 
you would like to have a signing event at your local store, 
here’s  what  you  need  to  do: 
 
Tell us why your local club and store deserve to host an in-
store signing event. What makes your local club and Gold 
Crown store unique? How are you making a difference in 
your community?  
 
There will be a total of 16 in-store signing events.  
 
EXISTING LOCAL CLUBS (started before 1/1/13) — 
Fourteen local clubs/stores will win an in-store signing event 
with a current Keepsake Studio Artist. 
 
NEW LOCAL CLUBS (started 1/1/13–12/31/13) — 
Two new local clubs/stores will win an in-store signing event 
with a current Keepsake Studio Artist. 
 
Contest Rules: 
Mail submissions to: 
Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 
Local Club Challenge 
PO Box 419580 MD #166 
Kansas City, MO 64141 
 

•  Challenge  runs  1/1/2013–12/31/2013 with winners 
announced in early 2014. 
 

•  All  entries  must  be  received  by  12/31/2013. 
 

•  All  local  club  rosters  and  KOC  national  membership  
applications will be reviewed by the KOC for validity and 
credibility. 
 



•  Existing  local  clubs  must  be  active with a 2013 roster on 
file with the Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club by 
1/31/2013. 
 

•  Entries will be judged based on content and originality. A 
one-page document, scrapbook, video, or another creative 
representation of your club, are examples of appropriate 
formats and potential winning entries. 
 

•  One  entry  per  local  club  will  be  accepted. 
 

•  Local  clubs  must  be  sponsored  by  a  Hallmark  Gold  Crown  
store that actively supports Keepsake Ornaments and is in 
good standing with Hallmark. 
 

•  All  entries  will be judged by a panel of Keepsake 
Ornament staff members at Hallmark. 
 

•  Stores  not  currently  sponsoring  a  local  club  are  eligible  if  
their club is established and has submitted a roster and entry 
by 12/31/2013. 
 

•  All  entries  become  the  property  of  Hallmark Cards. 
 

•  No  confidentiality  or  other  restrictions  apply  to  the  contents  
of the submissions, and the submissions may not be the basis 
for any claims of idea misappropriation against Hallmark or 
others who view or read the entries, regardless of whether it 
is chosen as a winner. 
 

•  Winning  clubs  will  not  be  able  to  request  specific  artists  or  
dates for their signing. The dates and attending artists will be 
assigned at the discretion of the Keepsake Ornament Club. 
 

•  Members  not  currently  in  a  local  club  are encouraged to 
join a local club or ask their Gold Crown store to start a local 
club. A list of local clubs is currently available at 
KOCmembers.com. 
 

2012 In-Store Signing Event Benefits 
Apple Valley Community 

 
The  Apple  Valley  Crown  Collector’s, in Apple Valley, Mn., 
graciously hosted Keepsake Artists Edythe Kegrize and 
Valerie Shanks August 11, 2012. Following the vibrant 
weekend, the club decided to raffle a Mrs.  Claus’s  Stove 
ornament that had been signed by all the Keepsake Artists. 
The money raised from this raffle was distributed amongst 
the following charities in the Apple Valley community: Toys 
for Tots, Awana Boys and Girls Club, Apple Valley Food 
Shelf, and Bridging – a local charity helping furnish homes 
with hope.  
 
Thank you, Apple Valley Crown  Collector’s  and  all  Local  
Clubs for being such active members of your community and 
such great inspirations to us all. 

 
Local Club of the Month: 

Timely Treasures Hallmark Collectors Club 
Danville, VA 

 

December 1st, the Timely Treasures Hallmark Collectors 
Club  hosted  its  annual  “Baby  Shower  for  Jesus,”  a  dinner  
benefiting Little Life Pregnancy Center. Each attendee gifted 
a baby item, helping mothers-to-be receive basic necessities 

and support during this life changing event. This gesture is 
heart-warming in itself, but it was the continuation of what 
occurred at this annual event that truly shows the impact of a 
simple act. 
 

During the dinner, the club decided to make a special donation 
to Team Jake, a charity benefiting Jake Lee, a local Tunstall 
Middle School student in need of a heart transplant. The 
following day, while composing an email requesting prayers 
and providing a donation update to all members, Donna 
Schweiger of Timely Treasures learned Jake had received a 
heart! This true Christmas miracle led to additional prayers for 
Jake’s  family  and  tears  later  that  evening  as  club  members  
viewed  Hallmark  Channel’s,  “The Christmas Heart.” 
Prophetic or not, the combination of the  weekend’s  events and 
those following, including the continued improvement of Jake, 
were truly impactful to everyone touched by these acts of 
selflessness.  
 

Hangin’  with  Your  Buddies 
2013 KOC Event Photo Request 

 

We are planning something special for the Hangin’  With  
Your Buddies, 2013 KOC Event and would love to collect a 
photo  of  the  buddies  in  your  Local  Club.  Although,  we’ll  
collect images until May 1, 2013, make sure to get your 
buddies together soon. All details of the shot are up to you, 
location, styling, holding a sign with your Local Club name, 
etc. 
  

To submit, please email a JPEG or TIF file of your picture to 
info@kocevents.com. Please name the file using your Local 
Club Name and image number (ex. <Your Local Club Name> 
#1).  We’re  expecting  to  receive  a  lot  of  emails,  and  ask that 
you submit no more than 2 images per club.  
 

Continue to visit KOCevents.com for updates and mark your 
calendars because registration begins at noon on April 1st. 
 

Local Club Call for Entries 
 

We love hearing about the creative activities and community 
service projects that our local clubs participate in every year.  
That’s  why  we’d like to include features on a local club in 
Collectively Speaking throughout 2013. So send your stories 
our way. Tell us about your local club in a one-page letter. 
Include your 2013 plans and anything new, different or 
exciting that might set your club apart.  Please e-mail your 
letter to kocmembers@hallmark.com.  We look forward to 
hearing from you! 
 

Send Local Club or retail sponsor updates, suggestions, 
questions, newsletters or other items to:  

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 
Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #166 
Kansas City, MO  64141 

Please include your contact name, address, e-mail address, and 
phone number on all correspondence.  Local Clubs are 
welcome to reproduce all articles in this newsletter with credit 
to the Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club.      © 2013 KOC.   
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