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2009 KOC Event 

Memories for the Making 
 
There’s still time to register for the 2009 KOC Event, 
Memories for the Making. Go online to 
KOCevents.com and click on the registration tab. For 
those attending the event, be sure to visit 
KOCevents.com often. This Web site is designed to 
keep you up to date on event details and activities. Be 
sure to scroll down on the KOCevents.com homepage 
and check out the Frequently Asked Questions. There 
is a lot of great information in this section, and we’re 
adding more to it all the time so keep checking back. 
 
Also, just a reminder, it is time to start sending in your 
decorating idea photos, your Local Club Talent Search 
DVDs, and your entries for a chance to play Local 
Club Collector’s Feud. The deadline for all three of 
these contests is Friday, May 29. Click on the 
“Contests and More” tab to find out how you can 
participate in these fun activities. 
 

2009 Dream Book 
Special Collectors Edition Coming Soon 

 
The 2009 Dream Book is now available to view on 
KOCmembers.com. Also, in the next couple of weeks, 
you should be receiving your special Collector’s 
Edition of the 2009 Dream Book in your mailbox. We 
hope you enjoy this year’s Dream Book and the special 
pages that we have added just for our KOC members! 
 

2009 KOC Membership Card shipping with 
Membership Ornaments next month 

 
Your 2009 Club membership card will be enclosed 
with your membership ornaments, which will begin 
shipping next month. Be sure to check the packing slip 
enclosed with your shipment. Your membership card 
will be attached in the upper right-hand corner of the 
packing slip. When you receive your membership 
ornaments, peel your membership card off the packing 
slip and put it in a safe place. You’ll need your 
membership card again this year to purchase the Club 
Exclusive ornaments that will be available at your local 
Hallmark Gold Crown store throughout the year. 
 
 

KOC Member Number 
Needed for Free Local Club Ornament  

 
In the November 2008 issue of Collectively Speaking, it 
was stated that beginning in 2009 you will need to 
include each member’s KOC membership number on 
your Local Club roster. Although it is not a requirement 
for Local Club members to be National KOC members, 
the Local Club ornaments we send as gifts in 2009 and 
going forward will only be allocated to members on the 
roster with an active KOC membership number. Each 
KOC membership number must be included on the 
roster to ensure the correct quantity is mailed to each 
Local Club.   
 
As we have received the Local Club rosters this year, we 
have noticed that there are quite a few missing KOC 
membership numbers. If you want to see the total 
number of KOC members who have provided their KOC 
membership number, you can view the Local Club roster 
at KOCmembers.com. If, after reviewing the 
information, you have additional Local Club members 
who are KOC members, please send us an e-mail by 
September 1, with your roster update. Please only send 
one e-mail per Local Club, and use “Local Club Roster 
Update” in the subject line. Be sure to include your 
president’s name and contact information in the e-mail 
as well as the list of KOC membership numbers for your 
Local Club members. Again, the quantity of free Local 
Club ornaments that we send to your Local Club will 
be determined by the number of KOC memberships 
your Local Club provides on the roster. We don’t 
want to disappoint any of our collectors.   
  

We’ve Moved! 
Recently the KOC team moved.  Our new address is 
now Mail Drop #166 instead of Mail Drop #207.   
 
Please send Local Club or retail sponsor updates, 
suggestions, questions, newsletters or other items to:  

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 
Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #166 
Kansas City, MO  64141 

Please include your contact name, address, e-mail 
address and phone number on all correspondence.  
Local Clubs are welcome to reproduce all articles in this 
newsletter with credit to the Hallmark Keepsake 
Ornament Club. © 2009 KOC. 

 



Local Club Community Involvement at its Best! 
Almost Angels 

Written by Opal Wylie 
 
Our Club has been in existence for more than ten years. 
We were first sponsored by Amy's Hallmark in 
Shawnee, Kansas, and our first name was "Amy's 
Angels." When that wonderful sponsor store closed, we 
chose our current sponsor, Hallmark Creations. With 
much joking and discussion, we changed our name to 
"Almost Angels." We have a very close-knit 
membership of avid Keepsake Ornament collectors, 
and new members quickly become part of our "family." 
None of us have been seriously ill or experienced a 
death in the family or helped move an aging parent into 
a nursing home without the support of Angels. We care 
and we have such fun together! 
 
We have always had a strong service emphasis, many 
projects being Hallmark-related. We address and hand-
deliver greeting cards to the veterans in the VA 
hospital for Valentine's Day, Veteran' Day and 
Christmas. 
 
We always decorate a miniature tree with miniature 
Keepsake Ornaments and give it at Christmas with our 
Christmas basket to either a family with small children 
or shut-in elderly people. For some recipients, it has 
been their only touch of Christmas. We have such fun 
doing this decorating project each year, usually at 
someone's house, accompanied by food and merriment. 
 
Years ago we started bringing groceries to almost all of 
our meetings. Those groceries were delivered to a 
pantry or used to fill some other need we were aware 
of. At Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving we have 
used some of those groceries, supplemented by a gift 
certificate, to provide and deliver food baskets to a 
couple of families. 
  
However, our most special project has been helping a 
family in desperate need. In 2005 we became aware of 
a family that consisted of an ill grandmother (a long-
time close friend of one of our members) who was 
fostering her two grandsons. Grandparents who foster 
in Missouri do not receive financial help from the state 
for fostering. We enthusiastically adopted this family, 
starting with $300 for Christmas (and a miniature 
decorated Christmas tree) that year. We followed with 
Easter food and money, and they were so surprised and 
thankful! They could not believe that people who didn't 
know them cared about them. The caring about them 
seemed almost as important to them as the tangible 
help. 
 
 

One member suggested we continue to raise money for 
them so that they would have money for school clothes 
and supplies, which became an annual ritual. We gave 
food and money on a regular basis, as well as paper 
goods they could not get with food stamps. One member 
moved out of state but sent money back for the boys. We 
gave the only gifts that the oldest boy received at his 
Eagle Scout ceremony. Several of us attended that Eagle 
Scout ceremony and were so pleased and proud of this 
charming teen with Tourettes. We supported him at his 
high school graduation with $300 for his gown and other 
expenses and a gift. 
  
During the time of our association with this family, the 
mother of the boys, who was then pregnant and having 
many problems, moved back in with the family. Seeing 
the assistance and love the Angels gave to her mother 
and sons changed her, and she evolved into a wonderful 
caregiver to her ill mother, sons and newborn daughter. 
 
The grandmother has since passed away. After her death, 
we provided one month's rent so that the daughter and 
family could stay in the apartment a little longer. Had we 
not given them the money, they would have been 
homeless. That bought them time to make it on their 
own. The mother plans to prepare herself for a job. The 
older boy has a job and an apartment with a friend. The 
younger boy is still in high school. We plan to continue 
our association in whatever way will be most supportive 
for them, particularly during the holidays. The boys are 
fun and charming, and the little girl is delightful. 
  
In the boys' thank-you letters to our group, they 
expressed their hope that one day they can help others. 
The most touching thing about this project to me was 
hearing their joy at getting to be "like other kids" (that 
involved getting to have a skateboard, going to 
McDonald's, buying a belt, etc.—things that all the kids 
we know take for granted). They enriched our lives, too. 
  
We have virtually no Club expenses. We fund these 
projects by holding drawings for ornaments and silent 
auctions among our members, using discounted items 
generously donated from our sponsor store as gifts for 
the auctions. We are also fortunate to get contributions 
from our caring and resourceful members and their 
friends, relatives and neighbors. Sometimes we even get 
donations for our projects from other shoppers at our 
sponsor store who cannot, for one reason or another, join 
our Club. There are a lot of "angels" out there. And we 
have such fun doing these things together. 
 


