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In Store Signing Events 

 

An eight year old boy coming to his first signing event, 
a charter member with boxes of ornaments, a car full of 
local club friends traveling to a different signing event 
each weekend.  This is just a sampling of what we saw 
and stories we heard at the 20 in-store signing events.   
Not to our surprise, national and local club members 
showed up in record numbers regardless of the cost of 
fuel or the weather.  Your spirit and enthusiasm is 
always contagious as we saw folks passing by asking 
"Why are all these people in line?"  Each event brought 
local clubs and collectors together to catch up with 
familiar faces and have the opportunity to add 
cherished signatures to ornament collections.  The 
studio artists signed thousands of ornaments at each 
event and heard story after story of how special these 
treasures are. 
 
A special thank you to those of you who partnered with 
one of our Gold Crown retailers to make these events 
so memorable!  Thank you for the support, help, and 
hard work all of you provided to help your local 
retailer.  The events would not have been as successful 
without you!  Thanks again for all you do. 
 

Who is Bob Byerley?  
 
Bob Byerley – Painter of Our American Childhood -- 
spent his entire childhood in Kansas City, Missouri. As 
an only child, his mother was a piano teacher and 
began teaching him to play at the age of five. 
Throughout Bob’s childhood, he continued his musical 
education. He also showed a strong interest in drawing.  
Bob received his Bachelors and Masters Degree in Art 
from the University of Missouri. After graduating he 
taught painting and drawing at the university.   
 
At the age of thirty, Bob quit teaching and began 
painting full time. His primary focus, for many years 
was still-life.  In the late 1980's he began to paint 
children as the center of interest in his work and in that 
particular genre, he found success. Bob is now 
internationally known for his realistic portrayals of 
children in nostalgic settings.  He and his wife Alice, 
have four grown children and seven grandchildren.  
They now live in Lee’s Summit, Missouri.  Bob’s work 
is represented in many fine collections and can be seen 
in thousands of galleries throughout the world. 
 
 

 
In a historic first, Bob Byerley incorporated Keepsake 
ornaments into one of his creations.  This painting 
celebrates the magic of Christmas as seen through the 
eyes and brush of Bob Byerley.  Byerley’s print, “The 
Magic from Year to Year” is currently being offered 
exclusively to Keepsake Ornament Club members.  
These editions are available to order through December 
20th, 2008.  We hope you will take advantage of this 
remarkable offer.  Please visit www.newbyerley.com or 
call 1-888-852-8278 to order this print.  Please note, if 
you mail your order in, please include $6.50 for all 
orders under $195.00, shipping and handling is FREE 
for orders over $195.00.     
 

2009 KOC Event Update 
 
The 2009 KOC event will be held August 7-8, 2009 in 
Kansas City.  Detailed registration information will be 
included in the January issue of For Keeps which will 
mail in late January along with your 2009 membership 
renewal.  Here are a couple of things to start thinking 
about now: 
 
1) Photo Decorating Contest: 

During next year’s event, there will be a photo 
decorating contest – so take some great pictures 
of how you decorate with Keepsake Ornaments 
this holiday season.  Hold on to those photos; 
more information will be coming in 2009 about 
how and when to submit your entries. 

2) Local Club Talent Search: 
Does your local club have talent?  Then now is 
the time to write the script and get the video 
camera ready.  The KOC team is on a 
nationwide search to find the most talented local 
clubs to showcase during the 2009 KOC event.  
Each local club may submit one recorded entry 
of their club performing a skit, song, poem, or 
other talent featuring or highlighting Keepsake 
ornaments.  Performances need to be at least 3 
minutes long – but no longer than 10 minutes 
and captured on a DVD.  More details will be 
coming about this contest in 2009. 

 
2009 Local Club Roster 

 
It is that time of the year again – time to complete the 
annual Local Club roster.  This information is requested 
on an annual basis and is required for all local clubs.  
New for 2009 -- you will need to include each members 
KOC membership number on the roster.  Although it is 



not a requirement for your local club members to be 
national KOC members, the local club ornaments we 
send as gifts in 2009 and going forward will only be 
allocated to members on the roster with an active KOC 
membership number.  Each KOC membership number 
must be included on the roster to ensure the correct 
quantity is mailed to each local club.  The 2009 
membership roster will be included in the Local Club 
ornament shipment.  The roster is due back to us by 
January 31st, 2009.   
 

What ornament has the  
chocolate chip cookie in it? 

 
In the April issue of Collectively Speaking we asked 
the following question:  What is the name of the 
ornament with a chocolate chip cookie as part of it? 
 
The correct answer is:  At Grandma's House 
 
Over 100 clubs submitted an answer to the question 
and of those answering correctly; the following 5 were 
randomly drawn to receive a $50 Gold Crown Gift 
card: 
∞ Tally Town Collector's Club - Tallahassee FL 
∞ Keepsake Patrollers - Rochester Falls, MI 
∞ Mid Ohio Valley Friends Share Fun Collector's 

Club - Parkersburg, WV 
∞ Snow Buddies of Boise Collector's Club -Boise, ID 
∞ Sandia Santas - Albuquerque, NM 
 
Thanks to everyone who submitted an answer!   
 

Local Club Update 
Midland’s Ornament Collectors Club 
From Cheryl O’Dell, Club President 

 
Midland’s Ornament Collector’s Club or MOCC began 
in the summer of 1994.  For the past 14 years, the club 
has been sponsored by Kitty’s Hallmark in Columbia, 
SC.   

Ornament Premiere Weekend is a time that this club 
really celebrates each year.  MOCC members usually 
meet for breakfast the morning of the event and then 
head to Kitty’s Hallmark for viewing and picking up 
their orders.  Another tradition kept by some of the 
members is that after picking up their ornaments, they 
go to a member’s home for lunch and then open and 
inspect each ornament purchased.  This is a time for the 
club to share many Hallmark memories. 

Like many local clubs, MOCC has always been very 
supportive of local charities and organizations.  Each 
year they give stuffed animals to all the local police 

and fire departments.  The club enjoys sponsoring these 
organizations to bring joy into kids’ lives that may be 
disrupted by a disaster.  The stuffed animal program has 
been a huge hit, as they have also given them to 
children’s units at the local hospitals and Sister Care. 
 
Another special project MOCC does every year is to 
make Christmas wreaths and decorate them with 
Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments and then donate them to 
different organizations.  Some of the organizations 
receiving these special wreaths are Carolina Children’s 
Home, Ronald McDonald Cancer Treatment Center, and 
children’s units at the local hospitals.   
 
This is just another great example of how local clubs 
make a real difference in communities all over our 
country.  Way to go MOCC!   
 

Renew Your 2008 KOC Membership Today 
 
There’s not much time left to renew your 2008 KOC 
membership!  Renewing is easy.  Just fill out the KOC 
renewal form on www.kocmembers.com or the one in 
the back of this year’s Dream Book.  Then send it to us 
by mail, by fax at 1-800-200-3400 or call us at 1-800-
HALLMARK.  Your renewal must be postmarked by 
12/31/08 in order for your membership to continue.   
 

Not Getting KOC e-mails? 
 

If you would like to receive KOC exclusive e-mails 
(which may contain additional bonus point offers), be 
sure to visit the KOC members-only website and give us 
your current e-mail address.  Here’s how to do it: 

1) Go to www.kocmembers.com 
2) Enter your KOC membership number and Zip 

Code and click “Sign In” 
3) Scroll to the bottom of the KOC homepage, and 

submit your e-mail address. 
 

We Want to Hear from You! 
 
We love to hear what your Local Club is doing.  Send us 
your Local Club newsletters, or retail sponsor updates, 
suggestions, questions, or other items to:  

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 
Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #207 
Kansas City, MO  64141 

Please include your contact name, address, e-mail 
address, and phone number on all correspondence.  
Local Clubs are welcome to reproduce all articles in this 
newsletter with credit to the Hallmark Keepsake 
Ornament Club.      © 2008 KOC.   


