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In-Store Artist Signing Events Reveal Special Connections  
Between Keepsake Ornaments and Local Club members. 

 
On October 14 and 21, 2006, the Keepsake Studio 
Artists made appearances at 15 Hallmark Gold Crown 
stores across the country.  This year’s events were once 
again a big success.   
 
“One of the best things about these events is that it gives 
us an opportunity to get out and meet our very best 
collectors and hear their personal stories and 
connections to our ornaments,” says Sue Tague.  “Just 
last month, a collector shared this amazing story with us 
while we were visiting Annie’s Hallmark Shop in Salem, 
NH.”     

A Hallmark Ornament Engagement Proposal 
Stephanie Bogetti 

  
Since I was a little girl, I have collected Hallmark 
ornaments; the plan was that I would get one every year 
and by the time I moved out and got married, I would 
have enough Christmas tree ornaments to fill up my 
own tree.  Well things started getting a little out of 
control and fifteen years later my collection has now 
grown to over fifteen hundred ornaments; I have a room 
in my house dedicated to the display of ornaments.  
Needless to say I have more than enough to fill up my 
own tree now; I just needed someone who would share 
in my love of collecting. First of all, I never thought that 
I would find someone who accepted my crazy ornament 
ways. 
 
Last March was the first time I attended Flamingo Fling.  
I left on Thursday with two of my friends from my local 
club, The Joyful Collectors, to fly to Tampa. When I got 
there I called Will, my boyfriend of three years, to let 
him know that I had landed safely and that I was on my 
way to a party at Clara Johnson Scroggins’s house. I had 
been talking about the party at Clara’s for weeks.  He 
proceeded to tell me that his day at work was slow; of 
course I told him that I missed him and wished he was 
there with me. 

 Who knew that wishes really do come true?  I was only at 
Clara’s beautiful house a few minutes talking to some other 
collectors when someone tapped me on the back.  I turned 
around and was floored to see Will standing there!  We sat 
down on the couch in Clara’s living room and he pulled out 
his pocket the 2002 Frosty Friends porcelain box, Club 
exclusive ornament, one of my favorites!  He had lined the 
inside of it with felt and made room for a beautiful ring! He 
then asked me to marry him; I easily accepted and could not 
believe that he flew to Florida to surprise me and even put 
the ring in my favorite thing in the world—an ornament!  
  
It turns out that a few hours after I left from the 
Philadelphia airport, he flew out of Newark and landed in 
Tampa as well.  When I talked to him later in the day, he was 
literally talking to me from his hotel less than a mile from 
where I was.  He paid careful attention for months listening 
to my itinerary for where I was staying in Florida and where 
I was going.  No one knew that he was coming to surprise 
me, not even my friends that were there with me!   
 
It worked out perfectly that Ed Seale was one of the artists at 
the Fling; he not only signed my Frosty Friends ring box, 
but he even wrote a special message commemorating the 
date that I will never forget.  I never thought that I would 
find someone who would understand my love of Hallmark 
ornaments but it looks like I did!  I could never have asked 
for a more romantic proposal. 

 
The Keepsake Studio Artists–and everyone 
here at Keepsakes—want to wish you and 
your families the very brightest of holiday 

seasons!  
 

Happy Holidays, Happy New Year, and 
Happy Collecting!  

 



2006 Best Selling Keepsake Ornaments 
 
At the time this newsletter was drafted the following 
2006 Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments were the top 
sellers: 
 
Celebration Barbie Ornament – 7th in the series 
Frosty Friends – 27th in the series 
Lightning McQueen and Mater 
Lionel Union Pacific Veranda Turbine Locomotive – 11th 
in the series 
Veronica – 19th in the Mary’s Angels series 
Cool Decade – 7th in the series 
Pansy Fairy – 2nd in the series 
Baby’s First Christmas Photo Holder 
Snow Buddies – 9th in the series 
USS Enterprise NCC-1701 
Special Dog 
Mischievous Kittens – 8th in the series 
Sweet Shop – First in the series 
Winter Fun with Snoopy – 9th in the series 
Puppy Love – 16th in the series 

 
Did You Know  

 
There are some great new ideas for decorating with 
ornaments on hallmark.com.  Just click on the “At Gold 
Crown” menu bar, then click on the “Ideas from 
Hallmark Experts” link, and then click on “Holiday Tips.” 
 
Also be sure to visit your local Hallmark Gold Crown 
store to check out a group of Keepsake Ornaments that 
bring to life memorable moments from four holiday 
movie favorites:  A Charlie Brown Christmas, How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas, Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer and A Christmas Story.  (Available at 
participating Hallmark Gold Crown stores, while supplies 
last.) 

Renew Your 2006  
KOC Membership Today 

 
Yes, there’s still time!  If you have not renewed your 
2006 KOC membership yet, you need to do so now!  
Renewing is easy.  Just fill out the KOC renewal form on 
Hallmark.com or the one located in the back of this 
year’s Dream Book.  Then send it to us by mail, by fax at 
1-800-200-3400 or call us at 1-800-HALLMARK.   
 

Deadline Extended for  
Local Club Rosters 

 
This year the KOC has extended the deadline for accepting 
Local Club rosters to Friday, January 19, 2007.   You should 
have received the annual roster and confirmation postcard 
in the second Local Club mailing.  Please note, it is also 
acceptable to send us a typed membership roster if that’s 
easier for your club.  We’ll take your Club’s information 
anyway we can get it!    

 
It’s the KOC’s 20th Anniversary Year! 

 
Do you remember where you were on June 1, 1987?  That’s 
the date Hallmark launched the national Keepsake 
Ornament Collector’s Club.  In 1987, when you joined the 
KOCC for $15 you received a “Keepsake of Membership” 
ornament, named “Wreath of Memories”.  In addition, you 
received a personalized membership card, an ornament 
registry, our semi-annual newsletter, the Collector’s 
Courier, and a color booklet showing the entire 1987 
Keepsake Ornament collection (143 ornaments.)  Well 20 
years later, we are still going strong.  Some things have 
changed–other things haven’t and never will.  We are so 
grateful for all of you!  Thank you for continuing to be a 
part of our “family” and for your support of the KOC over 
the past 20 years.     
 

2007 KOC Program 
  
We are putting the finishing touches on the 2007 KOC 
program, and we couldn’t be more excited!  In honor of the 
20th anniversary of the Club, the Keepsake Ornament 
Artists (including Linda Sickman, whose handcrafted 
creations first appeared in the 1975 line) have designed a 
memorable 2007 Club offering.  It includes what you’ve 
asked us for–more traditional designs.  You’ll see these 
ornaments for the first time when we mail the first renewal 
brochure to your home in late January.  We will begin 
processing 2007 new and renewal memberships at that 
time.  Be sure to watch your mailbox in late January for 
more information. 
 

 We Want to Hear From You! 
Send local Club or retail sponsor updates, suggestions, 
questions, newsletters or other items to:  

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 
Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #207 



Kansas City, MO  64141 
Please include your contact name, address and phone 
number on all correspondence.  Local Clubs are welcome 
to reproduce all articles in this newsletter with credit to 
the Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club.        © 2006 
KOC.   


