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In-Store Artist Signing Events–October 14 & 21 
Your chance to meet a new member of the Keepsake Studio 

 
They’re coming soon.  Two days only.  On October 14 
and 21, 2006, some of the most beloved Keepsake 
Studio Artists will be appearing at Hallmark Gold Crown® 
stores in 15 different cities across the country.  Not only 
will the artists be signing ornaments, but as a special 
bonus, you’ll have the opportunity to purchase an 
exclusive event piece.  A special repaint of the 1961 GMC, 
4th in the Fire Brigade series, will be available for $18.50 
only at these events.  For a complete list of the signing 
events, visit Hallmark.com.   
  

 
 
Most of you already know the Keepsake Studio Artists 
that will be at these events.  However, we wanted to take 
this opportunity to introduce to you a newer member of 
the Keepsake Studio–Tom Best.  He’ll be signing 
ornaments at Nancy’s Hallmark in Atlanta, Georgia, on 
Oct. 20. 

 
In elementary school, Tom’s artistic abilities earned him 
the reputation of “that kid who can draw.”  In the ninth 
grade, Tom focused his studies on art and in 1982 he 
received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the 
Columbus College of Art and Design.  His career at 
Hallmark Cards started immediately after graduation.   
 
Most of his 24 years at Hallmark have been spent as an 
illustrator and graphic designer for greeting cards where 
he developed a wide variety of styles and techniques.  
Some 20 years and literally hundreds of greeting card 
designs later, Tom joined the Keepsake Ornament 

department as a “concept illustrator.”  It was partly the 
friendliness of Keepsake Artist Nello Williams, on a visit to 
the Keepsakes Studio that inspired Tom to pursue a position 
in Keepsakes.   
 
“After so many years of working in two-dimensional 
mediums, it’s quite a thrill to be able to hold in your hand, 
in 3D, what was just weeks ago a drawing on paper,” says 
Tom.  He’s fascinated with developing three dimensional 
products for Keepsakes and seeing his ideas and drawings 
come off the paper and into the talented hands of his 
sculptor friends and colleagues.     
 
Tom draws his inspiration from his daughter Madeline’s 
creativity and insatiable enthusiasm for art and writing, his 
wife Denise’s patience and his two Labradors' boundless 
energy.   
 
Look for the seven ornaments Tom designed for 2006: 
Music     QXG3356 
Fashion     QXG3353 
Arts & Crafts    QXG3336 
School     QXG3333 
Sports     QXG3343 
Video Games    QXG3346 
Our Family Photo Holder   
 QXG2943 
 
And in 2005, he designed 9 ornaments and 2 Hauntington 
pieces: 
Ice-Skaters Delight, 4th in the series  QX2182 
Jingle Bell Memories, The Polar Express QXI6462 
Ballet     QXG4782 
Basketball    QXG4752 
Cheerleading    QXG4785 
Baseball/Softball    QXG4762 
Camping    QXG4775 
Volleyball    QXG4765  
Soccer     QXG4755 
Hauntington Town Hall   QFO6332 



Deadwood Street Shops   QFO6325 

New Keepsake Ornaments  
Shipping in September 

 
Can’t wait until October for new Keepsake Ornaments?  
This year, you don’t have to!  Five new beautifully 
detailed Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments will begin 
shipping to your local Hallmark Gold Crown stores in 
September.  The five-piece collection called “Waiting for 
Santa” consists of: Letters to Santa, A Puppy for 
Christmas!, A Kitty for Christmas!, Dear Santa and 
Looking for Santa. 
 
Tracy Larsen sculpted the piece “Letters to Santa”.  This 
design features eight heartwarming and humorous 
recordings of children reading their letters to Santa.  
Listen for Tracy’s daughter, Sophia, when she says “Dear 
Santa, I would like a ride in your sleigh.  Just whenever 
you can, I know this is a busy time.  Call my mom, we’ll 
set it up.”  Tracy carved his daughter’s name in the blocks 
in front of Santa’s desk.  And the doll in this ornament 
resembles Sophia.  
 
Nina Aubé developed the other four pieces and was the 
lead artist for color direction for this collection. “Tracy 
and I had a lot of fun working on these ornaments.  We 
worked hard to make sure all five pieces coordinated–
everything from the color and fabric accents used to the 
design of the furniture.  You’ll find the little teddy bear 
in four of the five pieces.”  You can see the entire 
Waiting for Santa collection on pages 12 and 13 in the 
2006 Dream Book.   
   

Local Club Fall Mailing  
Sneak Peek 

 
The second and final Local Club mailing will be sent later 
this fall along with the annual membership roster.  This 
mailing will include the local club exclusive ornament.  
This year’s local club ornament, a miniature Santa, 
complements the Santas From Around the World miniature 
ornament set. 
 

Renew Your 2006  
KOC Membership Today 

 
If you have not renewed your 2006 KOC membership 
yet, it’s time to do it!  Renewing is easy.  Just complete 
the Club renewal form on Hallmark.com or fill out the 
one located in the back of your 2006 Dream Book.  

Then send it to us by mail, by fax at 1-800-200-3400 or 
call us at  
1-800-HALLMARK.  Be sure to renew your membership 
no later than September 1 to ensure that you have your 
2006 membership card in time for Ornament Debut.  
You’ll need your membership card to purchase your Club 
exclusive The Workshop Clock Ornament.  This beautiful 
ornament was sculpted by Robert Chad and will only be 
available at your local Hallmark Gold Crown Store during 
Ornament Debut weekend, Oct. 7 and 8, 2006. 
 

2006 Best Selling  
Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments 

 
The results are in from Ornament Premiere…and at the 
time this newsletter was drafted, the following 2006 
Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments were the top sellers: 
 
Cool Decade, 7th in the series 
Veronica, 19th in the Mary’s Angels series 
Sweet Shop, 1st in the Noelville series 
Snow Buddies, 9th in the series 
Union Pacific Veranda Turbine Locomotive, 11th in the 
LIONEL train series  
Winter Fun With SNOOPY, 9th in the series 
Lightning McQueen and Mater 
Frosty Friends, 27th in the series 
Pansy Fairy, 2nd in the Fairy Messengers series 
Mischievous Kittens, 8th in the series 
Natures Sketchbook, 4th in the series 
Pop! Goes the Teddy Bear, 4th in the Jack-in-the-Box 
Memories series 
The Legal Beagle, 9th in the Spotlight on Snoopy series 
1964 1/2 Ford Mustang, 13th and Final in the series 
1961 Chevrolet Impala, 16th in the Classic American Cars 
series 
 

We Want to Hear From You! 
 
Send local Club or retail sponsor updates, suggestions, 
questions, newsletters or other items to:  
 

Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club 
Local Club Program 

PO Box 419580, MD #207 
Kansas City, MO  64141 

 
Please include your contact name, address and phone 
number on all correspondence.  Local Clubs are welcome to 



reproduce all articles in this newsletter with credit to the 
Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club.        © 2006 KOC.   


