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2004 Brings Changes 
To Local Club Program  

 
 
Each December as part of the Club’s year-end 
process, we evaluate our programs for the year.  We 
look at what worked, what didn’t, what we might 
want to try in the future, and how we can better 
serve you, our KOC members. 
 
With that in mind, here are some upcoming 
changes that will occur: 
 
Local Club Program:  
 
• We’ve developed a ‘local club of the year’ 

contest that we’re launching this month.  The 
contest will run through December 31, 2004.  
Entries must be received by February 15, 2005 
and winners to be announced by March 15, 
2005.  See back of this newsletter for 
additional details. 

• Instead of monthly issues of ‘Collectively 
Speaking’, this newsletter will be published 
quarterly (January, March, June and 
September) with a holiday issue published in 
November.  It will still be accessible through 
the Hallmark.com members only area and will 
not be mailed to individual clubs or sponsors. 

• The first mailing will be sent to primary retail 
sponsors in March.  This will be the local club 
exclusive ornaments.  The number sent will be 
reflective of the number of local club members 
and number of KOC members in each club.   
Only clubs meeting the 12/15 deadline for 
roster submission are eligible to receive this 
mailing.  Sorry, no exceptions. 

• Members and retail sponsors have told us that 
they enjoy playing games at local club 
meetings.  As a result, we’ll be providing several 
games in the fall of this year.  This will coincide  

•  

 
with the second and final mailing to local clubs 
for 2004.   

• To give us a realistic count of the number of 
local club members, you’ll notice on your 
renewal and multi-year choice forms a 
question about local club membership.  The 
answer to this question will further help us 
mold the local club program for the future. 

 
Keepsake Ornament Club: 
 
• You’re hearing it here first!  There will be a 

member-get-member bonus ornament again 
this year.  Simply sign up a NEW member 
(renewals are not eligible) and include your 
gift giver information on the form.  Later this 
fall, you’ll receive a special patriotic repainted 
2004 Keepsake Ornament.  It’s a $12.95 value 
and you’ll see a photo of this when your 
welcome packet for the 2004 Club year 
arrives. 

• There are more special features in our KOC 
ornaments than ever before!  The Club’s very 
first music and wind -up motion Keepsake 
Ornament is offered in 2004.  “Joyful 
Christmas Village” is sculpted by Tracy Larsen 
and is a Club Exclusive. 

• When calling the Club, you may now use the 
1-800-HALLMARK number.  It will be easier 
to remember. 

• Your welcome packet will not contain “Club 
cards” with your membership choice 
ornaments as it did in 2003.  Memory cards 
will, however, be included in the actual 
membership ornaments when they are shipped 
to your home beginning this summer. 

• It’s going to be the best Club year ever! 
 



‘Local Club of the Year’ 
Program Launches 

 
You’ve told us that you are very proud of the hard 
work that your local club does in terms of 
community service, publicity, programs and 
member recruiting.  Based on that feedback, KOC 
will be holding a local club of the year program in 
2004.   
 
The contest will run from January 1 – December 31, 
2004.  All items submitted for judging must fall 
within those timeframes.  Creativity will count as 
members from the Keepsakes Marketing and 
Keepsakes Studio staff review all entries and come 
up with the winners.  The prize?  Signed Keepsake 
Ornaments and other special surprises! 
 
What you’ll need to do is start creating some sort 
of presentation document that your club will 
submit.  Submissions are due by February 15, 2005 
and all entries will be judged and the winners 
notified by March 15, 2005.  The presentation can 
be a notebook, scrapbook, or other type of creative 
presentation.  Sorry, e-mail entries are not 
acceptable.  Be sure to enclose any documentation 
that relates to your local club during 2004. 
 
Point grading criteria scale: 
Number of meetings per year (12 points max) 
Local club newsletter published (12 points max) 
Community service projects (20 points max) 
Retail sponsor yes/no (5 points if yes) 
Number of new local club members recruited in 

2004 (sliding scale based on number) 
100% KOC membership yes/no (10 points if yes) 
Helping retailer during Premiere event (5 points 

max) 
Helping retailer during Ornament Debut (5 points 

max) 
Newspaper/television publicity (sliding scale based 

on number of publicity hits) copies 
enclosed with submission 

Overall creativity of entry (50 points max) 
 
*KOC reserves the right to award bonus points for 
 exceptional category entry. 

Dream Book Available  
On-Line Soon 

 
You’ll be able to get a glimpse of the hottest thing 
going – the 2004 line of Keepsake Ornaments – 
later this month.  Once again, you’ll be able to see 
many of the new ornaments two or more months 
before non-members have access to the Dream 
Book through their retailer. 
 
Through the members only area of Hallmark.com, 
KOC members will get a preview of what’s in store 
for Ornament Premiere and beyond.  Here are a 
few teasers just to whet your appetite: 
 
• There will be three new series beginning in 

2004, including one that will have a specially 
designed display. 

• There are two new miniature series beginning 
this year. 

• Two series and one miniature series will come 
to an end. 

• Frosty Friends will celebrate its 25 th anniversary 
with three Frosty themed ornaments in the 
line….and it’s still going strong! 

• There are two new ornament collections 
including a traditional icon and a very 
whimsical look at the many roles of today’s 
woman. 

• A popular character will encourage everyone to 
get out and vote during this election year. 

• Clara Scroggin’s #1 pick for 2004 will have 
your mouth watering.  Clara’s top ten list will 
be published in the June issue of ‘For Keeps’. 

• A long-running series will provide a grooming 
solution for residents. 

 
Send local club or retail sponsor updates, 
suggestions, questions, newsletters or other items 
to: Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club - Local 
Club Program, PO Box 419580, mail drop #166, 
Kansas City, MO  64141.  Please include your 
contact name, address and phone number on all 
correspondence.  Local clubs are welcome to 
reproduce all articles in this newsletter with credit 
to the Hallmark Keepsake Ornament Club.   
 2004 KOC. 


