
KOC 40th Anniversary

Trivia Questions

1. True or false—Buying a complete collection of the first Keepsake Ornaments in 1973 would have cost 
more than $40.

2. How many designs of ball and yarn Keepsake Ornaments were created for 1974?

3. What childhood icon inspired a Keepsake Ornament for the first time in 1975? (Hint: such ornament 
designs remain popular today.)

4. In 1976, what did Twirl-Abouts introduce to Keepsake Ornaments?

5. Which groups of popular characters were licensed for use in Keepsake Ornaments for the first time in 
1977?

6. The first box set of Little Trimmer ornaments in 1978 includes the start of what popular Keepsake 
Ornament series?

7. What series launched in 1979 would go on to include 25 Keepsake Ornaments before finishing in 2003?

8. Who was the Keepsake Artist for the first-in-series Frosty Friends ornament in 1980?

9. What memory-keeping feature was first incorporated into a Keepsake Ornament in 1981? Bonus 
question: Name the ornament.

10. True or false—1982 saw the first Keepsake Ornament made from pressed tin.

11. Name 1983’s only first-in-series Keepsake Ornament. Bonus question: Name the year’s two final-in-series 
ornaments.

12. What innovation came to Keepsake Ornaments first in 1984?

13. Characters of what television series created by puppeteer Jim Henson were first featured on a Keepsake 
Ornament in 1985?

14. More functionality came to three Keepsake Ornaments in 1986. What was it?

15. What was the name of the first newsletter published exclusively for members of the Keepsake 
Ornament Collector’s Club, founded in 1987?



16. Good things started coming in small packages in 1988 as far as Keepsake Ornaments were concerned. 
How many ornaments comprised the first Keepsake Miniature Collection?

17. Music came to Keepsake Ornaments in 1989. Name the two ornaments to feature it. Bonus question: 
Which song did each play?

18. What appeared for the first time on the cover of the 1990 catalog of Keepsake Ornaments?

19. What was the name of the 1991 Keepsake Ornament credited for introducing subjects from popular 
culture to the tree?

20. What distinguishes Cheerful Santa, a Keepsake Ornament created in 1992?

21. What icon of Americana did Keepsake Artist Patricia Andrews sculpt for the first time as a Keepsake 
Ornament in 1993?

22. In 1994, a Murray Champion inspired the first in which popular Keepsake Ornament series? Bonus 
question: Name its sculptor.

23. Name the two Keepsake Ornament series that began in 1995 to honor professional sports players.

24. More football: In 1996, Keepsake’s NFL Collection featured football-shaped blimp ornaments 
representing 30 teams—but two team ornaments did not carry city names because of pending changes. 
Name the teams. Bonus question: What happened to them?

25. Keepsake Artist John “Collin” Francis created which popular maritime ornament series that began in 
1997?

26. In Keepsake Ornament’s 25th anniversary year, Keepsake Artist Tammy Haddix created her popular 
Snow Buddies series that pairs a snowman with a woodland creature. What furry buddy joined the 
snowman for this first ornament in 1998?

27. In 1999, Keepsake Artist Linda Sickman created Town and Country, a pressed-tin series of buildings 
imagined as ornaments. How many ornaments were in the series when it ended?

28. True or false—For the first Keepsake Ornament in the Toymaker Santa series in 2000, Santa is not 
wearing an apron.
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29. Brilliana, Candessa, Delandra, Estrella and Floriella were the five Keepsake Ornaments in which 2001 
collection?

30. Many Keepsake Ornament collectors know that Buttercup is the name of the first Mary’s Angels 
ornament. What is the name of the Mary’s Angels ornament for 2002, the 15th in the series?

31. A 1929 Chevrolet sculpted by Keepsake Artist Chris Webb served as the first ornament in which red-hot 
series that began in 2003?

32. Which Keepsake Ornament series started in 2004 features a removable scroll bearing an inspiring 
message selected by Keepsake Artist Joanne Eschrich?

33. It’s not often than three popular Keepsake Ornament series begin in the same year, but it happened in 
2005. Name them.

34. Niiiiiiiice! Which Hallmark characters joined the lineup of Keepsake Ornaments for the first time in 
2006? Bonus question: Name the ornament.

35. Making Sweet Rememberies marked a technological first for Keepsake Ornaments in 2007 in an 
ornament depicting Winnie the Pooh and Piglet making cookies. What did this Magic ornament feature?

36. “Don’t even think about shaking something!” shouted 2008’s Peek-Buster Elf. But what made the elf 
shout, which was a first for Keepsake Ornaments?

37. Keepsake Ornament Club members in 2009 did something that members never had done before. What 
was it?

38. In 2010, Keepsake Ornaments offered 100 Years of Helping You Say it All to commemorate what 
milestone event?

39. While the Magic Cord was introduced the previous year, 2011 saw the first Keepsake Ornament series 
created specifically for it. The ornament Checking It Twice was the first in what series? Bonus question: 
Name the three Keepsake Artists who created it.

40. It was only a year ago. Name 2012’s three new series.
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1. True or false—Buying a complete collection of the first Keepsake Ornaments in 1973 would have cost 
more than $40.

Answer: False. Prices for the 18 ornaments offered that first year totaled $29.75 before tax.

2. How many designs of ball and yarn Keepsake Ornaments were created for 1974?

Answer: A total of 24 ball and yarn ornaments including two new ball sizes were offered that year.

3. What childhood icon inspired a Keepsake Ornament for the first time in 1975? (Hint: such ornament 
designs remain popular today.)

Answer: A rocking horse, the popularity of which is reflected in this year’s ornament celebrating 40 
years of Keepsake Ornaments.

4. In 1976, what did Twirl-Abouts introduce to Keepsake Ornaments?

Answer: As the name might indicate, Twirl-Abouts were the first Keepsake Ornaments with moving 
parts.

5. Which groups of popular characters were licensed for use in Keepsake Ornaments for the first time in 
1977?

Answer: The Peanuts Gang and Disney characters were featured on several ball ornaments.

6. The first box set of Little Trimmer ornaments in 1978 includes the start of what popular Keepsake 
Ornament series?

Answer: The Thimble series, which ended in 1989.

7. What series launched in 1979 would go on to include 25 Keepsake Ornaments before finishing in 2003?

Answer: Here Comes Santa, featuring Mr. Claus in all manner of holiday conveyances. 

8. Who was the Keepsake Artist for the first-in-series Frosty Friends ornament in 1980?

Answer: Thomas Blackshear created the series, now done by Keepsake Artist Tom Best.

9. What memory-keeping feature was first incorporated into a Keepsake Ornament in 1981? Bonus 
question: Name the ornament.

Answer: Tree Photoholder was the name of the first Keepsake Ornament to hold a photo.

10. True or false—1982 saw the first Keepsake Ornament made from pressed tin.

Answer: False. Santa’s Flight, the first pressed-tin Keepsake Ornament, was produced in 1980. New 
ornament materials for 1982 included hand-embroidered fabric, sculptured acrylic, dimensional brass 
and cloisonné.

11. Name 1983’s only first-in-series Keepsake Ornament. Bonus question: Name the year’s two final-in-series 
ornaments.

Answer: The Porcelain Bear series began while the Carrousel and Snoopy and Friends series ended.



12. What innovation came to Keepsake Ornaments first in 1984?

Answer: Light first glowed from ten Holiday Magic Lighted Ornaments.

13. Characters of what television series created by puppeteer Jim Henson were first featured on a Keepsake 
Ornament in 1985?

Answer: “Fraggle Rock,” which began broadcasting on HBO two years earlier.

14. More functionality came to three Keepsake Ornaments in 1986. What was it?

Answer: Motion was featured in Santa and Sparky, Christmas Sleigh Ride and Village Express.

15. What was the name of the first newsletter published exclusively for members of the Keepsake 
Ornament Collector’s Club, founded in 1987?

Answer: Collector’s Courier, which also was the name of a test issue published the previous year.

16. Good things started coming in small packages in 1988 as far as Keepsake Ornaments were concerned. 
How many ornaments comprised the first Keepsake Miniature Collection?

Answer: In all, 27 miniature ornaments were produced for the collection in 1988.

17. Music came to Keepsake Ornaments in 1989. Name the two ornaments to feature it. Bonus question: 
Which song did each play?

Answer: Joyous Carolers played “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” and Baby’s First Christmas played 
“Brahms’s Lullaby.”

18. What appeared for the first time on the cover of the 1990 catalog of Keepsake Ornaments?

Answer: The catalog was not titled “Dream Book” on its cover until the 12th year it was published.

19. What was the name of the 1991 Keepsake Ornament credited for introducing subjects from popular 
culture to the tree?

Answer: Starship Enterprise, which commemorated the 25th anniversary of the television series “Star 
Trek.”

20. What distinguishes Cheerful Santa, a Keepsake Ornament created in 1992?

Answer: Cheerful Santa is the first figural Keepsake Ornament to depict an African-American Santa 
Claus.

21. What icon of Americana did Keepsake Artist Patricia Andrews sculpt for the first time as a Keepsake 
Ornament in 1993?

Answer: The Barbie fashion doll first came to the tree as a red-gowned Holiday Barbie. 

22. In 1994, a Murray Champion inspired the first in which popular Keepsake Ornament series? Bonus 
question: Name its sculptor.

Answer: The Kiddie Car Classics series was created by Keepsake Artist Don Palmiter.
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23. Name the two Keepsake Ornament series that began in 1995 to honor professional sports players.

Answer: Football Legends began with NFL Hall-of-Famer Joe Montana and Hoop Stars started with 
NBA great Shaquille O’Neal.

24. More football: In 1996, Keepsake’s NFL Collection featured football-shaped blimp ornaments 
representing 30 teams—but two team ornaments did not carry city names because of pending changes. 
Name the teams. Bonus question: What happened to them?

Answer: The Browns, which went on to become the Baltimore Ravens, and the Oilers, which became 
the Tennessee Titans.

25. Keepsake Artist John “Collin” Francis created which popular maritime ornament series that began in 
1997?

Answer: Lighthouse Greetings featured Magic lighthouses through 2009.

26. In Keepsake Ornament’s 25th anniversary year, Keepsake Artist Tammy Haddix created her popular 
Snow Buddies series that pairs a snowman with a woodland creature. What furry buddy joined the 
snowman for this first ornament in 1998?

Answer: A bunny rabbit was the first non-snow buddy in Snow Buddies.

27. In 1999, Keepsake Artist Linda Sickman created Town and Country, a pressed-tin series of buildings 
imagined as ornaments. How many ornaments were in the series when it ended?

Answer: The Town and Country series included six ornaments as well as two companion ornaments, 
one of which was a miniature produced in 2001.

28. True or false—For the first Keepsake Ornament in the Toymaker Santa series in 2000, Santa is not 
wearing an apron.

Answer: False. Santa wears his workshop apron for each ornament in the series.

29. Brilliana, Candessa, Delandra, Estrella and Floriella were the five Keepsake Ornaments in which 2001 
collection?

Answer: The Frostlight Faeries collection contained those winged beauties as well as coordinating 
decorative items.

30. Many Keepsake Ornament collectors know that Buttercup is the name of the first Mary’s Angels 
ornament. What is the name of the Mary’s Angels ornament for 2002, the 15th in the series?

Answer: Willow is the 15th Mary’s Angels ornament.

31. A 1929 Chevrolet sculpted by Keepsake Artist Chris Webb served as the first ornament in which red-hot 
series that began in 2003?

Answer: The Fire Brigade series started with that make and model of fire engine.
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32. Which Keepsake Ornament series started in 2004 features a removable scroll bearing an inspiring 
message selected by Keepsake Artist Joanne Eschrich?

Answer: Father Christmas ornaments each contain the scroll in Santa’s bag.

33. It’s not often than three popular Keepsake Ornament series begin in the same year, but it happened in 
2005. Name them.

Answer: Beginning in 2005 were the series Snowtop Lodge by Keepsake Artist Joanne Eschrich, 
Beauty of Birds by Keepsake Artist Edythe Kegrize and Fairy Messengers by Kristina Gaughran. 

34. Niiiiiiiice! Which Hallmark characters joined the lineup of Keepsake Ornaments for the first time in 
2006? Bonus question: Name the ornament.

Answer: The characters hoops&yoyo appeared on a laptop computer screen in A Christmas Greeting.

35. Making Sweet Rememberies marked a technological first for Keepsake Ornaments in 2007 in an 
ornament depicting Winnie the Pooh and Piglet making cookies. What did this Magic ornament feature?

Answer: The ornament contained a scented insert to create the aroma of cookies baking. 

36. “Don’t even think about shaking something!” shouted 2008’s Peek-Buster Elf. But what made the elf 
shout, which was a first for Keepsake Ornaments?

Answer: Movement near the ornament triggered the sound through its motion-detection technology.

37. Keepsake Ornament Club members in 2009 did something that members never had done before. What 
was it?

Answer: They added a magazine-sized KOC-exclusive edition of the Keepsake Ornament Dream 
Book to their collections. 

38. In 2010, Keepsake Ornaments offered 100 Years of Helping You Say it All to commemorate what 
milestone event?

Answer: The ornament was created in celebration of Hallmark Cards’ centennial year in business.

39. While the Magic Cord was introduced the previous year, 2011 saw the first Keepsake Ornament series 
created specifically for it. The ornament Checking It Twice was the first in what series? Bonus question: 
Name the three Keepsake Artists who created it.

Answer: The first in the Once Upon a Christmas series, Checking It Twice was created by Keepsake 
Artists Robert Chad, Ken Crow and Anita Marra Rogers.

40. It was only a year ago. Name 2012’s three new series.

Answer: The series Cookie Cutter Christmas, Holiday Lighthouse and Mickey’s Movie Mouseterpieces 
each began in 2012.
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